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CHAPTER 945

GAMBLING
945.01 Definitions. 945.07 Gambling by participants in contest.
945.02 Gambling. 945.08 Bribery of participant in contest.
945.03 Commercialgambling. 945.09 Commercial printing.
945.04 Permitting premises to be used for commercial gambling. 945.095 Shipbuilding business.
945.041 Revocation of license and injunction against gambling devices. 945.10 Prizes forfeited.
945.05 Dealing in gambling devices. 945.12 Endless sales chains.
945.06 Public utilities to cease service. 945.13 Interstate transportation of gambling devices.
945.01 Definitions. In this chapter: (am) “Gambling place” does not include a place where bingo

(1) BET. A bet is a bayain in which the parties agree thator a rafle is conducted under ch63, where a lottery is conducted
dependentipon chance even though accompahigdome skill, underch.565or where a race is conducted unde5é2.and does
onestands to win or lose something of value specified in the-agreetinclude a gambling vessel that is in the process of construction,

ment. But a bet does not include: delivery, conversion or repair by a shipbuilding business that
(a) Bona fide business transactions which are valid under @@mpllesyvnh $.945.095 _
law of contracts including without limitation: (b) Evidence that the place has a general reputation as-a gam

1. Contractsor the purchase or sale at a future date of secupfind place orthat, at or about the time in question, it was fre
ties or other commodities. and quentlyvisited by persons knowto be professional gamblers or
' known as frequenters of gambling places is admissible on the

2. Agreements to compensate foss caused by the happenissueof whether it is a gambling place.

ing of the chance including without limitation contracts of indem bli | . bli . d be
nity or guaranty and life or health and accident insurance; ceétcj)e (';n);igirunlggr%%%%.ls apublic nuisance and may be pro
(b) Offersof purses, prizes or premiums to the actual centes g

tantsin anybona fide contest for the determination of skill, spee (5) LotTERY. (@) A lottery is an enterprise wherein foran
strength,or endurance or to the bona fide owners of animals iperatlonthe participants are given an opportunity to win a prize,
vehicleséntered in such contest: eaward of which is determinday chance, even though accom

T paniedby some skill.
(cm) Patrticipation in bingo or a ifs§ conducted under cB63. (am) “Lottery” does not include bingo or a flaf conducted

(d) Pari-mutuel wagering subject to &2 underch.563, pari-mutuel wagering conducted under %62 or
(e) Participation in a lottery conducted underssb. the state lottery oany multistate lottery conducted under 565.

(2) BookmakiNG.  “Bookmaking” means the receiving, (b) 1. “Consideration” in this subsection means anything
recordingor forwarding of a bet or fr to bet on any contest of which is a commercial or financial advantage to the promoter or
skill, speed, strength or endurance of persons or animals. g disadvantage to any participant, but does not include any-advan

(3) GamMBLING MACHINE. (a) A gambling machine iscntriv  tageto the promoter or disadvantage to any participant caused
ancewhich for a considerationfafds the player an opportunity when any participantearns from newspapers, magazines and
to obtain something of value, the award of which is determined bgher periodicals, radio or television where to send the partici
chancegeven though accompanied by some skill and whetherpant'sname and address to the promoter

notthe prize is automatically paid by the machine. 2. In any game, drawing, contest, sweepstakes or other
(b) “Gambling machine” does not include any of the folowpromotion,none ofthe following shall constitute consideration
ing: underthis subsection:
1. A device used in conducting a bingo occasion dteraf a. To listen to or watch a television or radio program.
eventunder ch563 used in conducting a lottery under 665 or b. To fill out a coupon or entry blank which is received
usedin conducting a race under &62 throughthe mail or published in a newspaper or magazirfagif

2. Any amusement device if it rewards the player exclusive§fmiles thereof or handwritterand other informal entries are
with one or more nonredeemalfitee replays for achieving cer acceptabler if no purchase is required.
tain scores and does not change the ratio or record the number ofc. To furnish proof of purchase if the proof required does not
thefree replays so awarded. consistof more than the container afy product as packaged by

3. An amusement device involving skill, if it rewards thdhe manufactureror a part thereof, or a facsimile of either
playerexclusively with merchandise contained within the amuse d. To send the coupon or entry blank and proof of purchase
mentdevice proper and limited to prizes, toys and novelties, ed®hmail to a designated address.
havinga wholesale value which is not mdhean 7 times the cost €. To fill out acoupon or entry blank obtained and deposited
chargedto play the amusement device once or $5, whicheverd the premises atbona fide trade fair or trade show defined as
less. In this subdivision, “skill” means, withian opportunity pro  anexhibition by 5 or more competitors of goods, wares or mer
videdfor all players fairlyto obtain prizes or rewards of merchanchandiseat a location other than a retail establishment or shopping
dise, a playets precision, dexterity or ability to use his or hegenteror otherplace where goods and services are customarily
knowledgewhich enables him or her to obtain more frequersold;but if anadmission fee is chged to such exhibition all faili
rewardsor prizes than does another lgm®cise, dextrous or tiesfor obtaining and depositing coupons or entry blanks shall be
knowledgeablelayer outsidethe area for which an admission fee is required.

(4) GAMBLING PLACE. (@) A gambling place is any building or ~_f. To visit a mercantile establishment or other place without
tent, any vehicle (whether self-propelled or not) or angm being required to make a purchase or pay an admittance fee.
within any of them, one of whose principal uses is any of the fol ¢. To use a chance promotion exempt undé&08.16 (2)
lowing: making and settling bets; receiving, holding, recording or (6) WIRE COMMUNICATION FACILITY. “Wire communication
forwardingbets or diers to bet; conducting lotteries; or playingfacility” means any and all instrumentalities, personnel anrd ser
gamblingmachines. vices,and among other things the recefptwarding or delivery
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of communications useat useful in the transmission of writings, (2) Permitsa gambling machine to be set up for use foptire
signs, pictures anagsounds of all kinds by means of wire, cableposeof gambling in a place under his or her control.
microwaveor other like connection between thents of origin  History: 1977 c. 1731993 a. 486
and reception of such transmission. See note to 945.01, citing StateDahlk, 111 W (2d) 287, 330 NW (2d) 81(Ct.
History: 1973 c. 156Sup. Ct. Ordei67 W (2d) 585, 784 (1973)975 . 941977 PP~ 1983).
¢ g%‘129%f?%gégggjléggl;-4%565&19%%3;-11_891987 a.19,3293544031989 945041 Revocation of license and injunction against
Defendant'suse of warehouse to condymtramid club meetings was “principal gambling devices. (1) A I|_cense or permltssued “”d‘?r ch.
use”under (4) (a). State Rahlk, 1.1 W (2d) 287, 330 NW (2d) 81(Ct. App. 1983). 125t0 any person who knowingly permits any slot machine, rou
Evidenceof prior gambling activity is necessary to prove existence of “gamblinggtte wheel, other similar mechanical gambling device, or number
P S b L 120 30, 80 N0 S . Ao 5 10 T ol devie designed for ke form of gambiing, or any
would malfe a bi¥1go gamefefed over CAV gambling. 60 AttyGen. 382. hor_s,era,ce bemn,g or other bookmaking as defined #45.01 or
The silent auction is not a lottery because the element of prize is not presentS@fiCitation of drinks from customers unde44.36to be set up,
Atty. Gen. 122. kept,managed, used or conducted upon the licensed premises or
:Iflegalitxi of Michi?iindl_ottetry ;Ctti\fiti?s-m Vg_consin discussedg 312 At'@en-lt?ﬁ- in connection therewith upon premises controlled directly of indi
i 0 Jime e Wereseyaton: - rectly by the person, shallbe revoked by the Gircit courts by-a spe
cial proceeding as provided in this section. If a licengseomit
945.02 Gambling. Whoever doesany of the following is hasbeen revoked no other license or permit of any character pro
guilty of a Class B misdemeanor: vided for by ch.125 may be issued to the person who held the
(1) Makes a bet; or licenseor permit, prior to the expiration of one year from thecef
(2) Entersor remains in a gambling place wititent to make tive date of the revocation. If any appeal is takkem the revoca
a bet, to participate in a lottemyr to play a gambling machine; ortion, any period during which the order is stayed shall be added to
(3) Conductsa lottery or with intent to conduct a lottergos the one year
sessesacilities to do so. (2) Any sherif, undersherff deputy sherff constable or
History: 1977 c. 173 othermunicipal police dfcer or any person authorized to enforce
Gamessuch as “Las &jas nightstonstitute illegal lotteries; law does not exemptthe gambling laws under €.65.60shall within 10 days after
benevolenand nonprofit eganizations. 70 AttyGen. 59. acquiringsuch information report to the distriattorney of the
945.03 Commercial gambling. Whoever intentionally countythe name andddress of any licensee or permittee under
doesany of the following isngaged in commercial gambling ancch. 125who to his or her knowledge has knowinglyfeteéd or

is guilty of a Class E felony: permittedany devicen sub.(1) or any horse race betting to be set
(1) Participatesn the earnings of or for gain operates or petP, kept, managed, used or conducted upon the licensed premises
mits the operation of a gambling place; or or in connection therewith upon premises controlled directly or

(2) Forgain, receives, records or forwards a bet farabbet  indirectly by such licenseer permittee. Such fiéer or person

or, with intent to receive, record or forward a bet denfo bet, shallalso report to the district attorney knowledge of the circum

possessefacilities to do so; or stancesand the name of the municipality ofioér by whom the
(3) Forgain, becomes a custodianafything of value bet or lICenseor permit has been issueany other person may in wit
offeredto be bet: or ing and signed by that person report any such name, address and

(4) Conductsa lottery whereboth the consideration and theotherim‘ormation tothe district attorneyWithin 10 days after any

. L reportthe district attorney shall institute a proceeding as hereinaf
Pa(lcziﬁtiagg tr(;wc(;jr(n)egg'r gvrlth intent to conduct such a lotteppssesses ter provided before the circuit court of the county or shall within

. suchtime report to the attorney general the reasons why such a
(5) Setsup for use for the purpose of gamblimgeollects the ., eedinghas not been instituted. The attorney generay
proceedsof any ga'.“b".”g _mac_hlne, or directthe department of justice or the district attorney to institute
_(6) Forgain,maintains in this state any record, paraphernaligychproceeding within a reasonable time.
tickets, certificates, bills, slip, token, papewriting or other 3) Such proceeding shall be in the name of the state and the
_dewceus_ed,. or to be used, or adapted, devised or designed for;us esmay be determined by a juryt shall be instituted by the
in gambling; or , o . filing of a petition andervice of a notice as herein provided. The
(7) Forgain, uses a wire communication facility for the trangetition shall be directed to the circuit court and skatl forth a
missionor receiptof |nform_at|on assisting in the placing of a be learand concise statement of the grouthds are alleged to exist
or offer to bet on any sporting eventamntest, or for the transmis j,sifying a revocation of the license or permit under $tjp.and
sion of a wire communication which entitles the recipient tqpa|request an order revoking such license or permit. It shall also
receivemoney or credit as a result of a bet deoto bet. requestan injunction restraining the defendant fronereafter

History: 1977 c. 173 . . s .
Theoffense of commercial gambling is distinguishable from tfense of making knowingly sufering or permitting any such devices or any horse

abet and the statute is not unconstitutionally vague. Statlahos, 50 W (2d) 609, ace betting to be sep, kept, managed, used or conducted upon
184NW (2d) 817. premisedirectly or indirectly controlled by the defendant. Upon
Of@ﬁgwﬂgm}ficehdaghngdoaqg gﬁgeggargc\tfvgp 38&"5.“55&2;?;&2}?E;aégfiﬁc?;'g&’;’n}*‘eﬁ”“g of such petition the court shall fix a time for hearing not
of which chaged the regular receipt of bets from 8 bettors—all but one named i 9 ex9€e‘,’ 30 days from the date _O_f filingagtlace _Wlthln _the jueli
or more counts—on unspecified athletic events from periods of one to seeetas ~ Cial circuit, and a copy of the petition and a noticéheftime and
Phet‘g’geéseptemg]eﬂ97lytagd i'jaf(‘juaf¥97l4e§‘gwaesr mtl_"tip”CiIOUS and d_eflemiv%ﬁs t)OpIaceof hearing shall be served upon the defendant not less than

e 29, because the counts divided a sing ontinuous commercial gambpling . . -
into several counts. State@eoge, 69 W (2d) 92, 230 NW (2d) 253. 20 days prior to the date of hear|n§uch service Sh_a” be made

An lowa licensed river boat equipped with casino-style gambling games malylﬂeth_e same manner as a summons IS semvadivil aCt_lon, e>_<<_lept
gggagedn illegal commercial gambling if it entersiséonsinwaters.79 Atty. Gen. thatit may also be made by leaving a copy of said petiath

Although indictment failed to state whiobf 7 subsections defendants’ allegednoucew'th any person ChQEd I}]lVIthIIthe o_peratlé)r;}of the .llcenﬁeﬁj
gamblingbusiness violated, more specificity was not required to enliéndants Premisesunder s125.68 (2) The allegations ot the petition sha
successtullyto plead bar of double jeopardy and to inform them of whatwieyd ~be deemed controverted and shall be at issue without further
haveto meet to formulate a defense; thus the indictment was not subject to d'sm'ﬁﬁPéadingby the defendant. No hearing shall be adjourned except
U:S.v. Halmo, 386 F Supp. 593. for cause. If upon such héaring the court finds that the allegations
945.04 Permitting premises to be used for commercial  of the petition are true, it shall issue a written order revoking the
ga_mbllng. Whoever_ intentionally does any of the following idicenseor permit and shallikewise enjoin the defendant from
guilty of a Class A misdemeanor: thereafter knowingly sufering or permitting any gambling

(1) Permitsany real estate owned or occupied by him or helevicesreferred to in sub(1) or any horse race betting to be set

or under his or her control to be used as a gambling place; orup, kept, managed, used or conducted upon premises doectly
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indirecﬂy controlled bythe defendant. The district attorney shall Disseminatiorof out-of-state lottery tickets by business establishmeésn
forthwith cause a copypf the order to be filed with the issuingonsin:with or without a purchase, violates (1) (I Atty. Gen. 47
authority of the license or permit and shall cause a copyeto 945.06 Public utilities to cease service. When anypublic
servedupon the defendant as above provided or the defesdantility, common carriercontract carrigror railroad, subject to the
attorney.The revocation and injunction shall becomieafve jurisdiction of the public service commission fic€ of the com
uponsuch service. In cases where a license is issued by a tomissionerof railroads or department of transportatidrthis state,
city or village, a copy of the order shall also be filed wifie is notified in writing bya federal, state or local law enforcement
departmentf revenue. agencyacting within its jurisdiction, that any facility furnished by

(4) Thelaw enforcement itials referred to in sul{2) shall it is being used or will be used for the purpose of transmitting or
alsoreport to the district attorney the names and addresses of g@geiving gambling information in violation of thiaws of this
sons other thanlicensees under ch.25 who permit devices Stateit shall discon_tilnue or refuse the Ieasing, furnishing or main
referredto in sub(1) or any horse race betting to be set up, keggining of such facility afterreasonable notice to the subscrjber
managedused or conducteapon premises controlled directly orbut no damages, penalty or forfeiture, civil or criminal, shall be
indirectly by such persons. Theall also report their knowledge found against any such public utilitgommon carrigrcontract
of the circumstances and the location of such premiasre  carrieror railroad,for any act done in compliance with any notice
uponthe district attorney shall proceed as in the case of licensg&givedirom a law enforcement agency under tgstion. Noth
or permittees, except that the only request of the petition shalliBg in this section shall be deemed to prejudice the right of any per
for the issuance of the injunction referred to in §8pandthe SOn affected thereby to secure an appropriate determination as
other required allegations shall be correspondinghanged. Otherwiseprovided by law in any court or tribunal or agerttmpt
Suchproceeding shall be had and sirgnctional orders entered Such facility should nabe discontinued or removed, or should be
andserved as under su3). restored. _

(5) Violations of injunctional orders under this section are "S©o: 1977 ¢. 2%.1654 (9) () 1981 c. 34%.80 (2) 1993 a. 16123

punishableby the court as contempts of court under7@t 945.07 Gambling by participants in contest. (1) Any
(6) Appealsmay be taken from orders issued by the circuparticipantin, or any owneremployeycoach or trainer of a paric
courthereunder as in the case of special proceedings. ipantin, any contest of skill, speed, strength or endurance of per

(7) Any proceeding instituted by a district attorney shall nétons,machines or animals at which admission is gédjwho
be dismissed with the district attorneyconsent except upghe Makesa bet upon any opponent in such contest is guilty of a Class
written approval of the circuit court. A misdemeanor o .
(8) Any officer or employe referred to in su2) or any dis (2) In this section, “participant” includes any person who is
trict attorney who shall without propexcuse neglect or refuse toS€/€Ctedr who expects to take part in any such contest.
perform the duties required bim or her herein within such times HiStory: 1975 ¢. 941977 ¢. 173
asmay be specified shall be subjectemoval. The governor may 945.08 Bribery of participant in contest. (1) Any person
remove any such shdrdr district attorney under $7.16byfiling  who, with intent toinfluence any participant to refrain from exert
a complaint on the governa own motion. ing full skill, speed, strength or endurance, transfers or promises
(9) Every officer and district attorney shakeep a written anyproperty or any personal advantage to or on behalf of any par
recordof reports made by or to him or her under $@h. ticipantin a contest of skill, speed, strength or endurance is guilty
(10) No proceeding under this section may be commenced fra Class D felony
violationsof ch.563. (2) Any participant inany such contest who agrees def
History: 1973 c. 1561975 c. 3%.675v, 1975 c. 199Stats. 1975 s. 945.041977  to refrain from exerting full skill, speed, strength or endurance in
€.26,173 1977 c. 18%.135 1979 c. 2571981 c. 7%.18,1987 a. 3991991 a. 269  returnfor anyproperty or any personal advantage transferred or
1993a. 486 promisedto the participant or another is guilty of a Class A misde
945.05 Dealing in gambling devices. (1) Whoever meanor.
manufacturestransfers commercially or possesses with intent  (3) In this section “participant” includes any person who is

transfercommercially either of the followinig guilty of a Class selectedo or who expects to take part in any such contest.
E felony: History: 1977 c. 173

(a) Anything which he or shkenows evidences, purports to-€evi 945.09 Commercial printing. Section®©45.02 945.03and
denceor is designed to evidence participation ilotéery or the 945.05do not apply to any person winperates a commercial
makingof a bet; or printing business and without consideration other than for regular

(b) Any device which he or she knows is designed exclusiveipndcustomary printing chges, prints and sells tickets in the erdi
for gambling purposes or anything which he or she knowsigry course of business which haveen ordered by a customer
designedexclusively asa subassembly or essential part of sudh another stateo be sold in that state, if the lottery is lawful in the
device. This includes without limitation gamblinmachines, statefrom which the order is placed and the order is shipped to
numbersjars, punch boards and roulette wheels. Playing car@ychcustomer in that state.
dice and permanently disabled gambling machines shall not béfistory: 1977 c. 66

considereddevices primarily for gambling purposes. . - . . .
(2) Proofof possession of any device designed exclusively f 628959 4588!1pb332éng business. (1) Notvt\nth?te:\jntlj_mgss.
gamblingpurposes, which is less than 25 years old, is not in a gati 203 945.04and945.05 a person may construct, deliveort

. . L : . tor repair a vessel that is equippeith gambling devices if all
bling place and is not set up for use, is prima facie evidence-of p r . - g
sessionwith intent to transfer g’gthe following conditions are satisfied:

(3) Any motorvehicle or aircraft, used or employed to aid in , (2) The work performed on the vessel is ordered &ystomer

or to facilitate the unlawful manufacture or commercial transféf110 Shall use or possess the vessel outside of this stakeciality
of thosegambling devices enumerated in s(i), may be seized wherethe use or possession of the gambling devices on the vessel

by any peace diter and shall be forfeited to the stéiean action is lawful. . .

broughtby the attorney general or the district attorney of the () The person performs the work thie vessel that is equipped

county where the vehicle or aircraft is subject to forfeiture angfith the gambling devices at a shipbuilding business that is

suchaction shall be in the name of and on behalf of the statel§¢atedin Stugeon Bay Manitowoc, Marinette, Superior or La

accordancevith ch.778 Lienholders and owners shall have th&TosseWisconsin.

samerights as provided in 439.40 (c) The person registers withe U.S. attorney general, pur
History: 1977 c. 173297, 1979 c. 3%.92 (8) 1993 a. 486 suant tol5 USC 173, and specifies in that registration that the
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personis in the business of installing and removing gambling the gaming board, no later than 30 days after the date of deliv
devices,as defined il5 USC 171 (a), as part of the process ofery, that the gambling device has been delivered to the customer
performingwork on vessels ordered by a custombp shall use (2) If any person who constructs, delivers, converts or repairs
or possess the vessel outside of this state in a locality where theaugessel that is equipped with gambling devices doesatisfy

or possession of the gambling devices on the vessel is lawfulall of the conditions under sufil), the person is subject to ss.

(d) The person provides the gaming board, prior to tff#5-03 945.04and945.05
importationof the gambling devices into the state, all records thaf''story: 1995 a. 1,27,225
accountfor the gambling devices, including the identificatior?45.10 Prizes forfeited. Anything of value received by any
numberaffixed to each gambling device by the manufaciaed Personas a prize in any lottery conducted in violation of this ehap
that identify the location where the gambling devices will ber shall be forfeited to the state and may be recovered in any

storedprior to the installation of the gambling devices on the veBroperaction brought byhe attorney general or any district attor
sel. neyin the name and on behalf of the state.

(e) The person stores the gambliteyices at a secured ware 945.12  Endless sales chains. Whoever sets up, promotes
housefacility and permits any person authorized to enforce ther aids in the promotion of a plan by which motor vehicles are sold
gambling laws under 4.65.50to inspect the facilityvherethe to a person for a consideration and upon the further consideration

gamblingdevices are storezhd any records relating to the gamthatthe purchaser agrees to secure one or more perspasios
bling devices. patein the plan by respectively makiragsimilar purchase and in

: turn agreeing to secure onerapre persons likewise to join in said
theerson shall provide he gaming board it an mventory of (R 2N purchaser being given the fight to secure morey

P - P 9 9 ry g goods or something of value, depending ugi@nnumber of
inventpryshal! include theédentification number #iked to each eﬁqeortseodn: g:tlg;;%gé tgﬁ;ﬁgﬁgﬁuigﬁezeg E)role?(\j/:dséaﬁ;&a?ﬂepro
gambling device by the manufacturer further prosecution of any such plan may be enjoined.

(g) Theperson submits documentation to the gaming boardCross-reference: As to endless chain sales, see al€18.01 (3) (a) 20.
no later than 30 days after the date of deliyéimat the vessel

equippedwith gambling devices has been delivered to the ¢ . .
tomerwho ordered the work performed on the vessel. ursuanto the authority granted the statel;miUSC 172, which
. . makesunlawful the transportation of any gamblidgvice to any
(h) The person does not sell a gambling device to any other pgh cein a state or a possession of the United States from any place
sonexcept to a customer who shatle or possess the gambling,tsideof the state or the possession, this state exemptgeStur

deviceoutside of this state in a locality where the use or possessgdy, Manitowoc, Marinette, Superior and La Crosaésconsin,
of the gambling device is lawful. If a person sells a gambliffgbm the application o5 USC 172

deviceto such a customghe person shall submit documentation History: 1995 a. 1, 225,

45.13 Interstate transportation of gambling devices.
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